
and the demand for a $500,000 down payment
daunting. Then Christian broadcaster Dick
Dewart invited the Parkers to appear on his
Alberta-based Miracle Channel. Within days 
of the show, they’d raised $300,000, and a 
Chinese evangelical congregation in Toronto
kicked in with a $225,000 interest-free loan.
“We represent thousands in the land,” 
Fran Parker says.

ow the Parkers host as many
as 35 prayer activists a week
who pay their own travel
expenses and donate $20 

to $50 a night for room and board in return 
for a unique glimpse of the capital. When
they’re not on Parliament Hill, they can often
be found praying inside the Supreme Court,
whose rulings have sparked so much 
evangelical outrage. In the summer of 2006,
the activists focused their spiritual attention 
on the offices of those MPs who might be
wavering on whether to support reopening
the same-sex marriage debate. But their most
frequent destination is the Peace Tower, 
where they pray beneath the nation’s motto
inscribed on one wall — a motto inspired
directly by the Bible.

In 1867, as the fathers of Confederation
were wrangling over what to call their newfan-
gled federal entity, Samuel Tilley, the premier
of New Brunswick, sat down for his morning
devotions when his Bible fell open at Psalm 72,
verse 8: “He shall have dominion also from 
sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of
the earth.” Tilley and his fellow pols took it as
divine intervention. Ever since, that defining
verse has inspired Pentecostal and charismatic
Christian groups such as the Parkers’ to believe
that the Dominion of Canada has a destiny
linked to scriptural prophecy.

It’s a controversial view — and never more
so than now. In her 2006 book, Kingdom
Coming: the Rise of Christian Nationalism,
New York writer Michelle Goldberg traced the
growing influence of American fundamental-
ists who embrace what’s known as dominion
theology, calling for a society where civil law
is replaced by Biblical prescriptions and
born-again Christians take over the task 
of governing to prepare for the 1,000-year
dominion of Christ. Their first skirmish 
in that struggle has centered on restoring
religious terminology not only to holidays like
Christmas, but to official discourse. Goldberg
warns that many of those “dominionists” 
not only have ties to the Bush White House, 
but seem determined to turn the US into 
a theocracy. “It makes no sense to fight reli-
gious authoritarianism abroad,” she writes,
“while letting it take over at home.”

The Parkers are careful to dismiss the
notion that theocratic designs lie behind 
their National House of Prayer. “It’s not about 
getting a Christian government or a Christian
nation,” Fran Parker says. “It’s about praying
for our leaders to restore the nation to 

righteousness.” But in a relaxed moment after
the National Prayer Breakfast, she admits that
she believes Canada has a divinely inspired
destiny — a covenant with God that has been
broken by governments that failed to stop
practices such as abortion that “defile the
land.” She’s convinced that the nation has
received a prophetic warning to return to 
its Christian roots.

She has not the slightest doubt that celes-
tial nudge came on May 24, 2005 when the
Peace Tower clock stopped at 7:28 am —
precisely the number of the psalm and verse
that gave the country its designation and
motto. “And what day did it stop?” Parker 
asks, underlining her point. “Victoria Day!
On the news that night, they said it might take 
72 hours to fix,” she says, pausing for effect. 
“Seventy-two!” she marvels. “Just so you get it!”

n his corner suite on the fourth
floor of Canada Christian College,
the ebullient Charles McVety is
hanging up from a long-distance

call to a Conservative MP. “A lot of our friends
are in government now,” he confides, “so that

makes a lot of things easier.” So cozy is McVety
with Harper’s team, in fact, in June of 2006 he
arranged an honorary degree for Stockwell Day
from Russia’s St Petersburg State University.

From his suburban Toronto office festooned
with frothy fake-flower bouquets, pictures of
fighter jets, and a scale model of the Avro
Arrow, McVety wears so many hats it’s not
always clear from which pulpit he’s speaking.
On the wall behind his desk, framed front
pages of the National Post testify to his
staunch opposition to Bill C-38 under head-
lines such as “Faiths Unite Against Same Sex.”
Sometimes he’s cited as the president of this
college where 1,200 students — 300 of them
full-time — pursue Bible-based studies in a
former pension-fund building from which
McVety broadcasts his weekly TV shows. Other
times, he’s the voice of the Defend Marriage
Coalition, 13 religious and activist organiza-
tions — including REAL Women of Canada
and Campaign Life — on whose behalf he
stormed the country in 2005 aboard the red
and white Defend Marriage bus with his wife
and their seven-year-old daughter. On one 
of his many websites, McVety recounts that
adventure under the title, “Daddy, Why Are
They Spitting At Us?” Now, the bus sits in the
college’s parking lot, ready for the next cam-
paign. McVety has vowed to wrest Conserva-
tive nominations from candidates who refused
to vote out same-sex marriage legislation. 

Occasionally, McVety pops up in the media
as president of the Canada Family Action
Coalition (CFAC), whose mission is “to see
Judeo-Christian moral principles restored in
Canada.” Co-founded 10 years ago by Brian
Rushfeldt, a Calgary pastor who’d acquired his
theology degree from Canada Christian Col-
lege by correspondence, CFAC has become a
10,000-member grassroots lobby known for
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publishing election guides that track MPs’
votes on social issues, as well as for Rushfeldt’s
periodic appearances on Jerry Falwell’s Old
Time Gospel Hour. But in 2005 McVety
decided it was time to create a new Ottawa-
based think tank with more of an academic
gloss: the Institute for Canadian Values (ICV).
Why the need for so many outfits? “On the left,
there are hundreds of organizations,” he says,
“and on the right there is a great void.”

Funded by a $250,000 gift from a retired
trucking magnate named Sidney Harkema, 
the new institute was prompted in part by
McVety’s impatience with the Evangelical 
Fellowship, which published a guide for clergy
on just how far they could go fighting Bill C-38
without incurring Revenue Canada’s wrath.
McVety scoffs at that scrupulousness. “There’s
nothing in the regulations that says we’re
second-class citizens not allowed to have 
a voice,” he says.

To head the ICV, McVety tapped someone
who shared his taste for a more boisterous
approach: Joseph Ben-Ami, an Orthodox 
Jew who’d been B’nai Brith’s point man in
Ottawa and a top operative in Stockwell Day’s
leadership campaigns. A ubiquitous presence
at Conservative and evangelical gatherings,
Ben-Ami emerged during the 2006 child-
care debate as more than just a quotable
source defending Harper’s family allowance. 
He showed up brandishing Access to 
Information documents charging that some
advocates of public daycare, including 
the Caledon Institute, had received Liberal 
government funding. “It’s a con game,” 
Ben-Ami declared, “and Canadian taxpayers
are the victims.”

McVety’s ideological muscle-flexing has
provoked charges that he’s financed by the 
US Christian right. “We haven’t seen one

American greenback,” he retorts. Still, 
his critics could be forgiven for leaping to 
conclusions. Canada Christian College
houses nearly two dozen evangelical tenants,
including Oral Roberts Ministries, and just
down the hall from McVety’s own office he
runs John Hagee’s Canadian command post,
dispensing books and DVDs that he claims
brings in $1 million a year. When McVety
visits his televangelist chums south of the
border, he says, they’re “appalled” by this
country’s legislative developments. “They all
say, ‘What’s happened to you?’” he reports.
“‘You’re legalizing gay marriage, you’re legaliz-
ing marijuana. You’ve become extremists.’”

cVety has turned to key
strategists who choreo-
graphed the religious right’s
takeover of the Republican

Party to help stop that drift. In 2004, he
imported Jerry Falwell for an “Emergency 
Pastors Briefing” to rally 400 evangelical 
clergymen against a bill that included making
denunciations of homosexuality a hate crime.
Then in December of 2005, still smarting from

their failure to stop Bill C-38, McVety and 
Ben-Ami launched the Institute for Canadian
Values with a gala dinner tutorial from Ralph
Reed, the boyish tactical wizard behind 
Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition, which 
succeeded Falwell’s Moral Majority and helped
mobilize the South for Bush. With nearly two
million believers in his grassroots guerrilla
force, Reed terrified liberal Republicans with
his organizational stealth. “I paint my face and
travel at night,” he once boasted. “You don’t
know it’s over until you’re in a body bag. You
don’t know until election night.”

By the time Reed appeared at Canada 
Christian College, his influence was waning.
His bid to become Georgia’s lieutenant-gover-
nor was foundering, and he was embroiled 
in the casino-lobbying scandals that sent his
sometime business partner, Jack Abramoff,
to prison. But his appearance a day after the 
federal election call drew a sold-out crowd of
evangelical and Conservative activists, includ-
ing Senator Anne Cools and McVety’s old friend
Jim Flaherty who, as Ontario’s attorney general,
had once called for jailing the homeless. 

Reed warned his audience that “if the

people of the church don’t get involved, 
somebody else will,” and urged them not
merely to organize meticulously, but to be
bold. “He said, ‘Never run and hide,’” McVety
recounts. “Never allow anyone to tell you
family values are a liability. They’re only a 
liability in the media, never at the ballot box.”
But Reed also offered a lesson on how to take
over a nomination contest or a riding. “He
taught us all that only a handful of people
actually go and seriously volunteer to get
someone elected,” McVety says. “We’re talking
about 150 people per riding. Tiny numbers!
This is the size of a small church.”

McVety sprang into action. He and activists
like Tristan Emmanuel, head of Equipping
Christians for the Public Square, focused on a
few dozen ridings scattered across the country.
McVety himself zeroed in on one particular
target: Mark Holland, the Liberal MP in his
own riding of Ajax-Pickering, outside Toronto,
who had organized the pivotal caucus petition
that convinced Paul Martin to push Bill C-38
through before the Commons’ summer recess
in 2005. McVety helped engineer the nomina-
tion of Rondo Thomas, his longtime deputy 
at the college, as the Conservative candidate
over two better-known rivals. But as soon 
as Holland’s backers released video footage 
of Thomas describing an apocalyptic 
ideological battle between “those who believe
in righteousness and those who believe in
immorality,” the pastor vanished from the 
hustings — apparently not of his own free 
will. McVety rails against the Conservative 
campaign war room that “locked him down,” 
as he put it. “They’re afraid of a hostile, vicious
media that hates Christians.”

Holland sailed to victory in the election, 
but the campaign left him shaken. At one
point, he received a call from McVety, who
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queried, “How are your constituents going 
to feel about you not being married?” Almost
no one knew that Holland and the mother of
his three children had never tied the knot in
their 14 years together. The MP was stunned. 
“To me it was a veiled threat,” he says.

Holland lodged a complaint with Revenue
Canada about Canada Christian College, whose
president, McVety, was listed as the registered
owner of nearly two dozen websites taken 
out in the name of leading Liberals who had 
supported same-sex marriage, including Don
Boudria, Belinda Stronach, and Holland him-
self. As it turned out, this was not the first time
the college had found its actions under scrutiny.
In 1976, McVety’s father, Elmer, a Toronto evan-
gelist who had founded a Bible school named
Richmond College, the predecessor of Canada
Christian College, was the subject of a probe 
by the Toronto Star after donors to his charity,
International Outreach, complained they had
trouble getting tax receipts. Elmer McVety
admitted to the Star that although he’d assured
contributors that “arrangements are now 
completed for the distribution of thousands of
copies of the Scriptures in Arabic,” he had not
yet located an Egyptian printer for the project.

Six years later, the Ontario ministry of edu-
cation revoked the right of Canada Christian
College to grant degrees. That accreditation
battle raged on after McVety’s death in 1993,
when his son Charles took over and purchased
the college’s current home for $2.1 million. 
Five years later, the education ministry ordered
the college to shut its doors. As McVety likes to
recount, “I told them to take a long walk on a
short pier and get lost.”

He casts the fight as a ministry vendetta,
which he finally ended with the intercession 
of some pals in Mike Harris’s Conservative gov-
ernment. In May 1999, Frank Klees, a former
Baptist pastor who was in Harris’s cabinet,
introduced a bill finally conferring legal status
on McVety’s school. That year, McVety made a
$1,000 donation to Klees’ re-election campaign.

ronically, one of the major stum-
bling blocks to the college’s accred-
itation was a charge levelled by the
Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC)

that some of McVety’s courses were aimed at
converting Jews. McVety calls this a terrible
misunderstanding, but it lasted seven years.
Only after he agreed to close the college’s

Jewish studies department and dismiss two
faculty members did the CJC drop its objec-
tions. Still, it may not be entirely coincidental
that in 1991, the year of the CJC’s initial com-
plaint, McVety hooked up with John Hagee,
whose Texas TV ministry had made a name for
itself as a cheerleader for Israel.

Now McVety has emerged as one of Israel’s
leading champions in this country. He has co-
hosted an Israel-bonds dinner at Canada
Christian College and in the summer of 2006,
as some liberal evangelicals were taking to the
streets to protest Israel’s devastation of
Lebanon, McVety was the chief speaker from
the evangelical right at a massive “Stand with
Israel” rally organized by, among others, his
old nemesis, the Canadian Jewish Congress.

McVety’s preoccupation with Israel has
become the thread that knits together his
whirlwind organizational activities, from the
fundamentalist theology that the college dis-
penses to the curiously wide-ranging agenda
of the Institute for Canadian Values, where
Ben-Ami fires out press releases on subjects as
apparently disparate as same-sex marriage
and Hamas terrorist threats. Both issues are
concerns shared by the intensely conservative
wings of the Christian and Jewish communi-
ties that rally around McVety and his closest
collaborator, Frank Dimant, executive vice-
president of B’nai Brith Canada, who has an
honorary doctorate from Canada Christian
College on his office wall.

Dimant and McVety’s mutual interest in
Israel and family values is exactly what
Stephen Harper had in mind in 2003 in his
Civitas speech when he laid out his plans for 
a new Conservative coalition that would unite
social conservatives across faith lines. For
those who can’t see the connection between
so-con issues and Israeli security, McVety
offers one practised sound byte. “Israel is the
number one family-values issue,” he says.
“Where does marriage come from? God.
Where does the Bible come from? Israel. The
first family of Christianity — Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph — were all Jewish. Israel is the source
of everything we have.”

But the connection is considerably more
complex, turning on a controversial theologi-
cal doctrine that argues the apocalypse is just
around the corner. Christian Zionists like
Hagee and McVety, who embrace it, insist that
the end of the world is due any day. How soon?

“We’re about three seconds before midnight,”
McVety says, “and this bond [between evangel-
icals and Jews] is part and parcel of it.”

n McVety’s desk sits the sort 
of souvenir usually found 
in Jerusalem tourist shops: 
a chunky, foot-long silver-and-

gilt replica of the city crowned by what Jews
call the Temple Mount but, as home to two
mosques, Al-Aqsa and the Dome of the Rock
— erected where Mohammed is believed to
have ascended to heaven — it is also regarded
as the third-holiest site in Islam. But to both
Jews and evangelical Christians, the Temple
Mount is equally sacred as a prophetic 
construction site: the spot where the ancient
Biblical Temple of Solomon must be rebuilt
before the Messiah can return. They may differ
on whether it’s the Second Coming of Christ or
the arrival of Judaism’s own long-awaited Mes-
siah, but their shared interest in that charged
patch of Jerusalem real estate has spawned an
alliance that has become one of Israel’s politi-
cal and economic lifelines.

In 2004, more than 400,000 evangelical
tourists flocked to Israel, outnumbering any
other visitor group, including North American
Jews. According to Israeli sources, they poured
an estimated $1.4 billion into the economy. 
So vital has the influx of Christian Zionists
become that the Knesset now boasts a Chris-
tian Allies Caucus, and the Jerusalem Post has
launched a new monthly Christian edition.
“It’s a tremendous message of solidarity,” says
Canada’s ambassador to Israel, Alan Baker. 
As Joseph Ben-Ami points out, “The Jewish
community in Canada is 380,000 strong; the
evangelical community is 3.5 million. The real
support base for Israel is Christians.”

Hagee’s congressional lobbying blitz in
Washington in July of 2006 was, in fact, directly
inspired by a strategic blueprint drafted by
former Israeli prime minister Menachem
Begin three decades ago. At a time when Wash-
ington was pressuring Israel to relinquish the
West Bank and East Jerusalem and create an
independent Palestinian state, an Israeli report
fingered the US evangelical community as 
Tel Aviv’s best hope to counter those demands.
In 1978, Begin invited Hagee and other Ameri-
can televangelists to Jerusalem to point out
their common theological stake in the geogra-
phy they saw as essential to the unfolding of

Biblical prophecy. As Hagee likes to say, he
went as a tourist and “came back a Zionist.”
Three years later, when Israel’s bombing of
Iraq’s nuclear reactor provoked a global outcry,
Hagee held his first rally for Israel in San Anto-
nio. Since then, both the Moral Majority and
Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition have made
support for Israel a key plank in their domestic
political mandate. As Falwell told 60 Minutes,
the American Bible belt is “Israel’s safety belt.”

In Canada, one of the chief links in that
safety belt is Reverend John Tweedie, an evan-
gelical pastor from Brantford, Ontario, who
now chairs a Netherlands-based charity called
Christians for Israel International. Not only
does Tweedie lead regular tours to the Holy
Land, but his group has also sponsored the
immigration of hundreds of Jews from the
former Soviet Union to settlements in Gaza
and the West Bank. In 2002, Tweedie teamed
up with B’nai Brith to organize Canada’s first
joint mission to Israel by Jews and evangeli-
cals. It was no coincidence that he chose to
partner with one of the most conservative
wings of the Jewish community. Like most
Christian Zionists, Tweedie opposes the 
creation of a Palestinian state or an Israeli 
pullout from Gaza and the West Bank. “I have 
a Biblical worldview,” he says, “so I don’t agree
with trading land for peace.”

Tweedie’s efforts and those of dozens of
other evangelical tour groups since have forged
extraordinary bonds between faiths. On one
fact-finding mission to Israel, Frank Dimant
and Jason Kenney, then an opposition MP, 
were about to enter the Palestinian stronghold
of Ramallah when they ran into Jibril Rajoub,
Yasser Arafat’s security chief. Kenney nudged
Dimant and suggested a quick revision of the
B’nai Brith official’s title: the MP introduced
Dimant to the Palestinian as his aide.

espite these bonds, some Jews
remain deeply suspicious of
Christian Zionists and the 
theology that fuels their zeal:

the theories of a 19th-century rebel deacon
named John Nelson Darby, the father of dis-
pensationalism. On repeated missions to
North America between 1862 and 1877 —
some of which included pulpit stops in
Toronto — Darby touted a new scriptural
timeline based on a vision he’d had after
falling off a horse. Arguing that the world 
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was already in the penultimate era of seven
Biblical epochs or “dispensations,” he warned
that only true believers would be saved in a
secret rapture — tugged heavenward before 
a seven-year period of turmoil known as the
tribulation, when the Antichrist seizes global
power. Once that false Messiah had been 
vanquished in battle at Armageddon, Christ
would return to Jerusalem triumphant and
usher in a millennium of peace.

Darby’s end-times scenario, once scorned 
as marginal, sparked a surge of interest after 
the founding of Israel in 1948. For many 
evangelicals, the creation of a Jewish home-
land on Biblical acreage was the fulfillment 
of a prophecy that warned the “budding” 
of the fig tree — a symbol representing Israel
in parables — was a portent that the Second
Coming was at hand. They pinpointed
Armageddon taking place on the present-day
hilltop plain of Har-Megiddo, near Haifa.

As dispensationalists took over the postwar
evangelical movement, many detected other
hints of Darby’s millennial script being played
out in the headlines. Ernest Manning, Preston’s
father, frequently cited Darby’s apocalyptic
vision in his radio sermons on Canada’s Back 
to the Bible Hour. For Manning — as for Ronald
Reagan, another fan of dispensationalism —
there was no doubt that the Book of Daniel’s
“wicked king of the north” was the godless
Soviet Union. Since its implosion, candidates
for the dispensationalist Antichrist have been
updated more than once: the secretary-general
of the United Nations and the head of the 
European Community have been displaced by
Saddam Hussein and now the president of Iran.

Thanks to the Left Behind series of Christian
thrillers co-authored by Tim LaHaye, a Republi-
can operative who helped found the Moral
Majority, Darby’s theology has been tarted up
with a contemporary, high-tech gloss and
devoured by more than 42 millions readers. 
In one installment, The Rapture, released in June
of 2006, Rayford Steele, an airline pilot, steers his
747 above the smoking debris and collapsed
communication towers left behind after millions
of Christians have been snatched out of their
homes and cars in one cataclysmic whoosh.

That plot line is exactly what has spooked
many in the Jewish community: despite the
affection Hagee and other evangelicals profess,
Darby’s script does not include a clear exit
strategy for those who haven’t accepted Christ

as the Messiah. Even Hagee and Falwell have
ended up hurling accusations at one another
in the Israeli press over just how Jews fit 
into the dispensationalist salvation scheme.
Tweedie prefers to dodge the question. “We
don’t find it profitable to get too specific about
end-times prophecy,” he says.

Theologians in most mainstream Protes-
tant denominations debunk Darby’s scriptural
timeline as an outrageous misreading of 
the Bible. Even leading evangelical scholar
Donald Wagner, professor of religious and
Middle Eastern studies at Chicago’s North
Park University, calls it “a modern heresy with
cultish proportions.” For a growing number 
of critics like Wagner, what’s most alarming
about the wildfire spread of dispensational-
ism is not its trendiness but the fact that it is
now embraced by many who either control or
exercise leverage over the corridors of power.
“The danger is that when people believe 
they ‘know’ how things are going to turn out
and then act on those convictions, they can 
make these prophecies self-fulfilling and
bring on some of the things they predict,” 
says Reverend Timothy Weber, the author of On
the Road to Armageddon: How Evangelicals
Became Israel’s Best Friend.

hat could a dispensationalist
worldview mean for global
politics? In the 1980s, 
Washington’s foreign-policy

establishment worried that Reagan’s flirtation
with end-time beliefs, including branding the
Soviet Union “the evil empire,” would hasten
the nuclear apocalypse that he periodically
referred to as inevitable. To speed the day, dis-
pensationalists like Falwell who helped bring
him to power were among the loudest voices
urging Reagan on a course of brinkmanship.

George Bush has reignited many of the
same fears with his rhetoric of righteousness
in launching the invasion of Iraq and his war
against the “evil-doers” of global terrorism.
Congress has become controlled by ardent
Christian Zionists like former majority leader
Tom DeLay, who opposes the creation of 
a Palestinian state and once told an Israeli 
audience, “I don’t see occupied territory; 
I see Israel.”

Writer and TV journalist Bill Moyers, 
himself an ordained Baptist minister, has
raised another equally urgent fear about the

dispensationalist hold on domestic policy. 
In a speech to Harvard’s Center for Health and
the Global Environment in 2005, he warned
that millions of Christian fundamentalists
have no interest in protecting the environment
or putting the brakes on global warming.
“They believe that environmental destruction
is not only to be disregarded,” Moyers said,
“but actually welcomed — even hastened — 
as a sign of the coming apocalypse.”

That thesis might sound alarmist, but in
2005 when superstar pastor Rick Warren,
author of the bestselling The Purpose Driven
Life, joined other evangelical leaders calling
for action against global warming, they were
slammed by James Dobson, who declared 
that the scientific evidence against carbon
dioxide emissions remains unproven. Besides,
Dobson said, the issue was a distraction from
the more pressing evangelical preoccupation
with family values.

For Charles McVety, any mention of the
environmental movement sparks a tirade
against the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de
Janeiro. “The Bible talks about a false religion
and one-world government, and what we
have developed is exactly that,” McVety rages.
“The false religion is the worship of Mother
Earth — I call them earthies!” He dismisses
Rio’s Earth Charter as “that pagan document.”

Did those same views colour Stephen
Harper’s decision to bow out of the Kyoto 
Protocol? Have Harper’s private spiritual
impulses as an evangelical shaped any of 
his policy decisions, whether on child care 
or boosting the defence budget and backing
Israel unequivocally in the Middle East? 
The answer isn’t clear, nor may it ever be. 
Not only is Harper notoriously guarded about
his motivations, but many of the items on 
his agenda that have won the applause of 
the religious right in Canada so far have 
coincided with the demands of other more
traditional groups in the expanding tent of 
his new Conservative coalition.

In the end, it may not matter to what extent
Harper himself buys into the beliefs of his
evangelical backers. By wagering his political
fortunes on their goodwill, he is already, like
Bush, to some extent their captive. It may 
be less important to know whether Harper
personally cares about avoiding an epic clash
in the Middle East than to discover what 
political IOUs he has to a core constituency

that has no interest at all in peace for the
region — at least until the Second Coming.

Even before the Israeli offensive in
Lebanon, Canadian voters were registering a
newfound wariness of letting religion seep into
politics. A survey for CanWest News Service
conducted three months after Harper’s elec-
tion showed that the number of respondents
who said they’d vote for an evangelical prime
minister had dropped over the last decade
from 80 to 63 percent. Pollster Andrew
Grenville attributed some of that disenchant-
ment to Bush’s example in the United States,
where a flurry of new books by American evan-
gelicals is decrying the politicization of their
faith. The title of a recent release by Randall
Balmer, a professor of religion at Barnard 
College in New York City, sums up the growing
unease: Thy Kingdom Come: How the Reli-
gious Right Distorts the Faith and Threatens
America — an Evangelical’s Lament. But
Grenville also blamed part of the Canadian
wariness on what he called “the Stephen
Harper factor.”

Could it be that Harper has tied the 
Conservatives’ future to a strategic faith-based
alliance modelled after one that is already
beginning to backfire on his ideological 
soulmate in the White House? If so, he might 
consider reading the full text that Preston 
Manning recommended for believers setting 
out on the high-risk road of public activism.
Christ’s coaching session for his apostles as
recounted in Matthew 10:16 offers a caution
on the volatile affections of apparent allies:
“Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves,” 
it counsels, “but beware of men, for they will
deliver you up to councils and scourge you 
in their synagogues.”

Marci McDonald is an award-winning 
freelance writer who spent 13 years in 
Washington DC as Maclean’s bureau chief, 
and as a senior writer for US News & World
Report. She has won National Magazine
Awards for two articles in The Walrus, 
“Blind Trust” (Oct 2003) and “The Man 
Behind Stephen Harper” (Oct 2004).

Special Supplement of Pink Triangle Press

PINK TRIANGLE PRESS SEP 2008 special supplement 15  



A Pink Triangle Press Special Supplement

COVER PHOTO CP/FRED CHARTRAND
“JESUS IN THE HOUSE: IS THE RELIGIOUS RIGHT TAKING OVER STEPHEN HARPER’S GOVERNMENT?” 

ORIGINALLY APPEARED IN THE OCT, 2006 ISSUE THE WALRUS MAGAZINE.

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS 
Gordon Bowness, Fred Chartrand, Julia Garro, Ruth Kaplan, 

Marci McDonald, Matt Mills & Krishna Rau

PINK TRIANGLE PRESS founded 1971
DIRECTORS Jim Bartley, Brenda Cossman,  

Gerald Hannon, Peter Kingstone, 
Jennifer O’Connor, Maureen Phillips, 
Ken Popert & Tori Smith

HONORARY DIRECTOR Colin Brownlee 
PRESIDENT & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Ken Popert

PUBLISHER & EDITOR AT LARGE David Walberg 
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER Andrew Chang
CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER Jerry Gaudet

CONNECTIVITY BUSINESS DIRECTOR Will Scott

XTRA!
PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Brandon Matheson 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER & MANAGING EDITOR Matt Mills
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR Gordon Bowness

ASSOCIATE EDITOR Julia Garro
REPORTER/EDITOR Krishna Rau

PRODUCTION MANAGER & SENIOR DESIGNER Leslie Miller
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS Darryl Mabey, Bryce Stewart, 

Andrew Tran & Jennifer Watson
NATIONAL SALES MANAGER Ken Wood

NATIONAL ACCOUNT MANAGER DavId Taylor
RETAIL ACCOUNT MANAGERS Derrick Branco & Erika Moore

ADVERTISING PRODUCTION COORDINATOR Erin Booth
MARKETING COORDINATOR Heather Lampa

COMMUNITY RELATIONS MANAGER Brandon Sawh
CLIENT SERVICES ADMINISTRATORS Eugene Coon & John Webster

CAPITAL XTRA! 
PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Brandon Matheson 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER & MANAGING EDITOR Marcus McCann
ACCOUNTS MANAGERS Ryan Stevenson & Susan Sullivan

EDITORIAL INTERN MJ Deschamps
OFFICE COORDINATOR Kevin Falkingham

FREELANCE ACCOUNTANT Marshall Rowat

XTRA WEST!
PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Brandon Matheson

MANAGING EDITOR Robin Perelle
OFFICE MANAGER/ACCOUNTS Dennis Hartley

CLASSIFIEDS Sandra MacMillan
DISPLAY ADVERTISING Corey Giles

STAFF REPORTER Natasha Barsotti
CIRCULATION/COMMUNITY RELATIONS Mark Kowalk

ADVERTISING DESIGNER James Waugh
EDITORIAL DESIGNER TJ Ngan

XTRA.CA
PRODUCER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Gareth Kirkby

WEB EDITOR Brent Creelman

PINK TRIANGLE PRESS
2ND FLOOR, 491 CHURCH ST

TORONTO, ON
M4Y 2C6

PHONE (416) 925-6665

PINK TRIANGLE PRESS IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION, WITH OFFICES
IN TORONTO, OTTAWA & VANCOUVER PUBLISHING XTRA, XTRA WEST & CAPITAL XTRA 

& OPERATING 925-XTRA, CRUISELINE & SQUIRT.ORG

PRINTED & PUBLISHED IN CANADA © 2008 PINK TRIANGLE PRESS




